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PURPOSE 

To provide the students of the South Central Association (SCA) Conference with an 
opportunity to be a part of an ensemble consisting of the top performers from the 
following school districts:  Ava, Cabool, Houston, Liberty (Mountain 
View/Birtchtree), Mountain Grove, Salem, Thayer, & Willow Springs.  The 
ensemble is designed to further the musical abilities and musicianship of each 
member through the reinforcement of learned fundamentals by external sources, 
et.al. guest clinicians. 

 

1. DATES 

The dates for both the auditions as well as the clinic/performance will be set by the 
conference principals.  A snow/make-up date will be built into the school calendar 
to accommodate for inclement weather.  Corresponding dates will be used 
whenever possible. 

A. Auditions:  Auditions will be held on a Tuesday, after the regularly 
scheduled school day is out, in January. 

B. Clinic/Performance:  The clinic/performance will be held on a Saturday 
in February. 

 

2. LOCATIONS 

The locations for both the auditions as well as the clinic/performance will be set by 
the conference principals.  In the event the chosen school is unable to 
accommodate said event(s), the directors will decide what school will be the new 
host.  Location criteria are as follows: 

A. Audition Location: 

a. The hosting school director must have at least one year of SCA 
Conference teaching experience.   

i. This can be overruled if the conference directors deem it 
unnecessary. 
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b. There will be a “check-in” table located near the common area 
staffed by an adult.  This person will be handling audition 
information as well as collecting clinician fees. 

c. The hosting school must have a large enough “common area” 
(gymnasium, cafeteria, etc.) as well as enough rooms to 
accommodate the auditioning students. 

d. Each room will be equipped with the following: 

i. Chair for auditioning student 

ii. Stand for auditioning student 

iii. Student worker/runner (optional) 

e. It is recommended, but not required, that the hosting director 
provide a map of the audition location for directors and students 
who are unfamiliar with the facility.  The map should either be 
distributed with the audition material or displayed throughout the 
school during auditions. 

B. Clinic/Performance Location: 

a. The hosting school director must have at least one year of SCA 
Conference teaching experience.   

i. This can be overruled if the conference directors deem it 
unnecessary. 

b. The facility must have two separate warm-up areas.  One of the 
warm-up areas may double as the performance area. 

c. Each area must have enough chairs and stands to accommodate the 
ensemble members.  The hosting school can make arrangements 
with other conference schools to aid in this. 

d. Each area must have the necessary percussion instruments.  The 
hosting school can make arrangements with other conference 
schools to aid in this.  

 

3. CLINICIANS 
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Suggestions for clinicians will be discussed among the conference directors and a 
decision will be arrived upon no later than the LAST FRIDAY OF SEPTEMBER 
(earlier if possible).  This will allow clinicians enough time to work the event into 
their schedule.  Clinician requirements: 

A. Minimum of 5 years teaching experience 

B. Must not be the same as the District Band clinicians. 

C. Must not have been the conference band clinician within the last 4 
years. 

 

4. FEES 

The conference is responsible for compensating the guest clinicians as well as the 
purchase of medals for the participating High School members. Clinicians are 
responsible for their own travel and lodging expenses. Clinician and medal fees 
are as follows: 

A. High School:  $350.00 

a. This is a flat fee paid for by the school in possession of the 
Conference Checkbook. 

B. Junior High:  $280.00 

a. Each school (district) in the conference is required to contribute 
$35.00 to the Junior High clinician fee. 
Ex. $35.00 x 8 schools = $280.00 

b. This fee is paid for through one of the following methods: 

i. Each director will bring cash or a check, made payable to 
the school in possession of the Conference Checkbook, 
with them to the auditions in January.  The school with the 
checkbook will then write a check paying for the Junior 
High clinician.  This way ALL MONIES are handled 
through one school.  

ii. Each director will bring cash or a check, made payable to 
the school/organization* hosting the clinic/performance, 
with them to the auditions in January.  
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*In some cases a school may need to use their booster organization to write a 
check to the clinicians. 

c. In the event one of the conference schools does not participate in 
that year’s conference band, they are still REQUIRED to submit 
their $35.00 fee. 

C. Medals:  COST? 

a. The medals are purchased through VENDOR(S)?, by the school in 
possession of the conference checkbook.  The medals are engraved 
on the back with “HONOR BAND 20XX”. When necessary, the 
medals must be purchased/ordered ASAP after auditions are 
completed to ensure that they arrive prior to the event.  Directors 
should leave from the performance with the correct amount of 
medals for their participating students. 

 

5. INCLEMENT WEATHER 

The following is to serve as guidelines for event cancellations in the event of 
inclement weather.  The decisions will be collectively made by the hosting 
school’s director and principal. 

A. Auditions: 

a. In the event that classes are cancelled the day of auditions for the 
HOSTING school due to inclement weather, auditions will be moved 
to the snow/make-up date. 

b. In the event that classes are cancelled for any one conference school 
on the day of the auditions due to inclement weather, auditions will be 
moved to the snow/make-up date. 

c. In the event that classes are cancelled on both the original audition 
date as well as the snow/make-up date due to inclement weather, 
auditions will be rescheduled to the next available Tuesday. 

B. Clinic/Performance: 

a. In the event that classes are cancelled for the HOSTING school the 
Friday before the clinic/performance due to inclement weather, it will 
be moved to the snow/make-up date. 
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b. In the event that classes are cancelled for the HOSTING school on 
both the Friday before the original clinic/performance date as 
well as the Friday before the snow/make-up date due to inclement 
weather, the event will be CANCELLED.  At this point in time 
conference schools will need to be focused on their District and State 
performances. 

 

6. AUDITION MATERIAL 

The school hosting the auditions is chosen by the conference principals.  In the 
event the chosen school is unable to accommodate said event, the directors will 
decide what school will be the new host.  Audition materials will be received, in a 
folder or manila envelope, by all schools in the conference no later than the FIRST 
FRIDAY OF NOVEMBER (earlier if possible).  The school/director chosen to 
host the auditions will be responsible for completing the following prior to the 
event: 

A. High School Audition Music: 

a. The SCA high school audition music is taken from the current 
year’s State Band Audition material.  The material is cut down for 
district band auditions and once more by the hosting director, for 
the SCA band auditions.  There will be 3 or more exercises 
included in the audition material.   

b. Scales will be cut down from the current year’s State Band 
Audition material as well.  Scales are written pitch NOT concert 
pitch.  Scales must be MEMORIZED for the audition.        
NOTE:  In order to determine the range of certain auditioning 
instruments (mainly brass), the chromatic scale is to be played 
using the FULL RANGE of the instrument or the student’s full 
playing range. 

c. High school percussionists will be given 3 OPTIONS to choose 
from for auditions.  Students may audition on as many options as 
they choose.  It is up to the judge to determine whether the student 
will do multiple auditions (one for each option) or all options in 
one audition.  For students playing timpani in the audition, they 
will use a pitch pipe or a mallet instrument for tuning pitches. 
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B. Junior High Audition Music: 

a. The SCA junior high audition music will be taken from various 
available method books.  The hosting director is required to create 
the audition exercises, keeping in mind previous years’ material so 
as not to replicate them.  The director should take into 
consideration the range of all instruments and remember that 7th 
grade and 8th grade students must have the ability to play the 
material.  It is recommended, but not required, that the hosting 
director use some kind of musical notation software (ex. Finale, 
Sibelius, etc.) to complete the audition material.  There will be 3 or 
more exercises included in the audition material.   

b. All junior high students will be required to play at least one octave 
of the following scales: 

i. Concert B-flat 

ii. Concert E-flat 

iii. Concert B-flat chromatic   

c. Scales are concert pitch NOT written pitch.  Scales must be 
MEMORIZED for the audition. 

d. Junior high percussionists are required to audition on BOTH 
mallets and snare drum. 

C. Auditions Information Sheet: (NEW) 

a. Each audition packet will have an audition information sheet inside 
that will be filled out by each school director.  The following 
information will be required: 

i. School name and director 

ii. Total number of participating high school students 

iii. Total number auditioning on each instrument (high school) 

iv. Total number of participating junior high students 

v. Total number auditioning on each instrument (junior high) 
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7. AUDITION PROCEDURES 

Judges are chosen by the auditioning school director and consist of current SCA 
directors.  Decisions are made based on each director’s main instrument as well as 
previous years’ auditions.  Auditions are scheduled to begin after classes have been 
dismissed.  The hosting director will set the start time.  Once all schools have 
arrived and directors have given their students instructions, auditions will begin.   

A. Student procedures: 

a. Upon arrival, students will be required to fill out a slip of paper with 
the following information (when applicable): 

i. Name 

ii. School 

iii. Grade 

iv. Instrument 

1. Instrument is required for those rooms auditioning more 
than one type of instrument. (Ex:  Saxophone, double 
reeds, low reeds, flute/piccolo, etc.) 

b. The completed slip will be handed to the judge upon entering the 
audition room (when applicable). 

c. Students are to remain in the “common area” when not auditioning or 
waiting in line to audition.   

d. There is to be NO PLAYING in the hallways.  The common area is 
the ONLY area where students may practice. 

e. When entering the audition room, a student is to do the following: 

i. Hand the completed slip (with name, school, grade, & 
instrument) to the judge (when applicable). 

ii. Be polite and respectful to the judge at all times. 

f. A student must be present at auditions in order to be considered for an 
official position in one of the ensembles. 
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g. NOTE:  In the event a school has a conflict with the auditions (ex. 
sporting event, etc.), they must make arrangements with the hosting 
school to accommodate the auditioning students (ex. auditioning first 
or last). 

h. In the event a “feeder” school (a school that is not “officially” part of 
the SCA Conference) participates in auditions and has a student earn a 
chair in one of the ensembles, the following will occur: 

i. This must be approved by the conference directors. 

ii. The school must purchase their own medals. 

iii. All other procedures are the same. 

i. NOTE:  In the event a school is unable to attend the day of the 
clinic/performance, instrumentation may be supplemented at the 
conference director’s discretion. 

j. NOTE:  It is STRONGLY encouraged that ALL schools are present 
throughout the entire audition process.   

i. In the event that “call-backs” are required for an instrument 
group, students must be present.  If a participating student(s) 
has/have left the facility when “call-backs” are announced, the 
issue will be resolved with the present student(s) receiving the 
higher chair(s). 

B. Judge procedures: 

a. Check in and give staff member necessary information and fees. 

b. Once students have located their rooms and the common area, the 
judges can get their audition room set up as needed and begin the 
auditions. 

c. If not done already, determine what scales and exercises will be 
played by all auditioning students. 

i. ALL STUDENTS MUST AUDITION ON THE SAME 
MATERIAL.  (Ex. If you choose to hear the concert G scale, 
chromatic and exercise #138 in the trumpet room, EVERY 
trumpet must play these three in order to be judged fairly.) 
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d. No judging matrix will be required or supplied.  Each judge will have 
their own method. 

e. Upon completion of auditions, judges will do the following: 

i. Total scores and determine chair placements. 

ii. Report to hospitality room to discuss ensemble numbers and 
inform directors of chair placements. 

iii. Directors will decide how the instrumentation within sections is 
placed.  

1. For instance, 10 trumpets are placed in the high school 
band and there are 3 parts to be covered.  Parts will be 
distributed accordingly.  (Ex: 3-first trumpets, 4-second 
trumpets, & 3-third trumpets) 

iv. NOTE: If a participating school departs early from auditions, 
they forfeit their input on instrumentation, parts breakdown, 
and student selection. 

v. Directors will then receive the music selections for the 
clinic/performance (if not received already). 

C. Student worker/runner procedures: (optional) 

a. Do not let anyone in or out of the audition room during the audition. 

b. Remain outside the room while audition is taking place (judge’s 
discretion). 

c. Remind students in the hallway to keep quiet. 

d. Be available to retrieve items from the “check-in” table as well as the 
director’s hospitality room. 

e. Be polite and respectful at all times. 

 

8. MUSIC SELECTIONS 

Music selections will be made by that year’s guest clinicians.  No more than 5 
selections per ensemble will be performed at the event.  Music selections will be 
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received, in a folder or manila envelope, by all schools in the conference no later 
than the NIGHT OF AUDITIONS (earlier if possible).  Each director will receive a 
copy of each part within every song selection.  It is not necessary for a score to be 
included in the packet.  

A. Music selection criteria: 

a. In order to not exceed the playing abilities of the conference schools, 
clinicians must keep the following in mind when selecting music for 
the event: 

i. Age and grade level of participating students 

ii. How the band is chosen (audition process) 

iii. Timeline of rehearsals (how much time they will have to 
rehearse) 

iv. Past programs of the last few years so as not to duplicate music 

v. Schools represented within the band  

vi. Talent level of students within the band 

b. High school music should not exceed Grade 3. 

B. Music acquirement options – Clinician to Director: 

a. The music acquirement method is to be decided no later than the 
LAST FRIDAY OF SEPTEMBER (when the clinicians are decided 
upon). 

i. The music will be acquired from the guest clinicians by the 
conference director who is in communications with the 
clinician(s). OR 

ii. The music will be acquired from the guest clinicians by the 
hosting school director. 

b. Music is to be selected from the clinician’s music library, copied and 
sent to the SCA director OR selected from the collective music 
libraries of the conference schools copied and sent to the SCA 
director. 
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c. If music is sent electronically, it must be in a format that is accessible 
by ALL directors. 

d. No new music will be purchased for the event unless a conference 
school volunteers to do so. 

 

9. CLINIC/PERFORMANCE 

The school hosting the clinic/performance is chosen by the conference principals.  
In the event the chosen school is unable to accommodate said event, the directors 
will decide what school will be the new host.  The hosting school will be 
responsible for the following: 

A. Schedule: 

a. A typical rehearsal schedule is as follows: 

i. 8:00am:  Arrival 

ii. 8:30am:  Seating 

iii. 9:00am – 12:00pm:  Rehearsal 

iv. 12:00pm – 1:15pm:  Lunch 

v. 1:15pm – 4:00pm:  Rehearsal 

vi.  4:00pm – 4:45pm:  Break to change for performance 

vii. 5:00pm:  Performance 

b. Schedule is completely tentative and is susceptible to changes from 
both the hosting director as well as guest clinicians. 

B. Program: 

a. A typical program lists the following: 

i. Date and time 

ii. All music selections, regardless of what is actually performed 

iii. Students names – in alphabetical or chair order 
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iv. Participating schools 

v. Clinician biographies 

C. Clinician needs: 

a. In order for the clinicians to have a positive experience, the hosting 
director might consider the following: 

i. Water during rehearsals 

ii. Reeds, oils, and grease when needed 

iii. Minor instrument repairs 

iv. Behavior management assistance 

v. Lunch 

vi. Extra copies of music and scores 

vii. Pencils 

D. SCA Director needs:  (optional) 

a. Hospitality room 

b. List of restaurants in the area 


